THE  TRACEDT OF RAMS AT MACDONALD
onslaught, pertinacious as it was malicious, upon the League
of Nations Union for organizing it. The unofficial referendum
was assailed, too., on Tory platforms with disparagement and
ridicule. As the lime for closing the ballot drew near, the
campaign of detraction intensified. Certain of the more
popular and less responsible newspapers went from aspersion
to scurrility.
Meanwhile the propaganda for the Peace Ballot got great
help from a most unexpected quarter. This was by a speech
by a Cabinet Minister, who obviously did not realize that he
was speaking to the world and exposing the real militarist and
imperialist policy of the Government. Lord Londonderry,
Secretary of State for Air, made a speech, when the ballot
papers were out and awaiting signatures in millions of homes,
and he must have had a tremendous effect on the result.
Speaking in the House of Lords on Disarmament on 22 May
1935 he boasted of his achievement in opposing the abolition
of all bombing from the air, when this proposal was before
the Disarmament Conference,
He said :
' In 1932, the Disarmament Conference assembled, and
almost its earliest discussions were centred around the
possibility of the total abolition of air forces, or at least the
abolition of the " artillery of the air," the bombing aeroplane,
which weapon is the destructive arm of the Air Force, and
to which it owes its separate existence* ... I had thfc
utmost difficulty at that time, amid the public outcry, in
preserving the use of the bombing aeroplane even on the
frontiers of the Middle East and India.*
There is no doubt that this statement, made so frankly
and so callously by the political head of the most modern
and most formidable of the fighting services, and broadcast
widely by the Peace Societies, produced an enormous impres-
sion. It was readily realized that if it had not been for the
stand taken by the British representative, speaking presumably
with full authority for the British Government, air-bombing,
the most deadly form of attack known in modern warfare,
might by this time have been abolished. When it is remembered
that, in the future, the bombing aeroplane will bring the
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